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Maxwell Gray's Tale of a Radical Reformer—Gilbert
Cannan’s Story of a Family.

How the British Fought, Life in Teutonic Cities, a
Qerman Apology, and Other War Books.

History, City Planning, Pageants, a Doctor’s Memoirs,

Fire Insurance, and Other

Subjects.

The Improvement of England,
Though planned as a sort of a blog-
Tuphy of a radical reformer, Maxwell
Gray's The World Mender (Appletons)
i» something like the performance of
“Hamlet” in which Hamlet was left
cut. 1t is told in episodes that reveal
the hero's character, but the perlods

of effective work that enable him
to  advance are passed over In
silence. On the other hand the life

history of the aristocratie friends who |
help Lim along is pretty complete. He |
is an orphan brought up by peasant
grandparents, who are bigoted Non- |
conformists, repressing all manifesta-
tions of affection. The grandfather is
f lay preacher, who has lost his farm
through neglect and incompetence and
i2 & bungler at his trade. He and his
friends are bitter against the religious
interference of the rector and the land-
lord eppression of the squire, both of
whom try to help them kindly and
wisely, The bhoy Is bright and mis-
chlevous, he s something of a dreamer
and a poet; he {s also devold of applica-
tion, though he learns easily, and ob-
juets to compulsory tasks. These
characteristics continue through life,
eo that it is difficult to make out how
he rises, in spite of his determination,
unless he works in the intervals that
the author passes over. Self-confl-
dence, of which he has a superabun-
dance, is hardly sufficient equipment.

He Is an attractive fellow, neverthe- |
lesas, and wins the lasting friendship of |
the squire’s son, whose life he saves. |
Through his efforts he obtains what |
g hooling he has: he might have had a
university education if he had not pre-
ferred to defy conventions, Instead he|
enters a sollcitor's office, but gives up |
the law apparently through lack of ap- |
pilcation. He i8 extremely susceptible
to feminine charms, for his Imag'lnl-.
tion runs away with him, and is lucky !
I meecting a succession of sensible
young women who keep him straight
atl erftical moments in his boyvhood and
youth. He has formed the ambition of |
becoming Prime Minister in order to|
set the laborer in his right place by |
weizing the property of the rich and |
d.stributing it justly.

Next we find him a journalist in
London, where he ig taken up by a|
nueer set of people; a poet who has
suddenly become rich and a peer, his
capuble sister who keeps him out of |
mischief and a remarkably clever and
attractive young woman. They are
running an eccentric weekly perfodi-)
cul; they take up the hero and make
him editor. The young woman is in-
terested in his capacity; sha quietly
beging 1o educate him and (o put ideas
mto his head. He makes a success of
the paper, then falls in love with 1he
gir! and becomes engaged to her, but
murringe is put off on account of her
devotion to a feeble minded tather,
With another jump we find him in
Iarllament, a torment to the Governs
ment with his radical schemes and op-
posed by his hoyheod friend, who has
proper Conservative paternal ideas
about mproving the condition of the
poor. The hero e the idol of the peo-
ple, but he has learned to make com-
promises and has developed social am- |
bition: his love also has cooled,

Then comes an episode wholly dis-
cordant with the rest of the story, the
test in which the hero fails, In Venice |
he runs across an adventuress who
bypnotizes him; he I8 also tempted
with the offer of a place in the Cabi-
net fle  deliberately  sacrifices  his
prineiples, accepts the place and mar.
res the woman, through whom he
hepes to enter society,  The outcome
ia that his whole world collupses about |
him; but with the help of his friend !
pulls himself together, after the |
adventuress has disappeared, and faces
the world again, Then the war breaks |
out and the story ends.

When the author gives him a chance,
as she often does, the hero is likable |
and charming; he is mude to suffer
owing to her need of expressing her
views on political matters, ‘The avis-
toerats, men amd women, who appear
are delightful, notwithstanding their
eondescension to those of lesser degree
#nd the patronizing manner in which

he

they settle political problems, The
love seenes between the hero's friend,
# fine type of the '‘deal Mnglishman,

and the glrl he woos are worked out
delicately and the deseriptions of Ven-
ice and of the knglish country are
full of poetry. It is a book that will
be read with interest and enjoyment
Ty all who recall the pleasure “The
Silence of Dean Maitlund” guve them.
We cannot help regretting the polities,
nevertheless, and the resemblance in
some points of the hero's career o
that of the man that England now
looks to to steer her out of trouble,

Mr. tannan Against the Family,

Tor some reason Gilbert Cannan in
Three Sons and a Mother (George
Fl. Doran Company) has chosen to!
inveigh against the family and paren-
tal authority, aecording to the Intest |
fashion, but the example he offers,
though overburdened with pride, is ah-
normally destituta of family feeling
and I8 a libel on Scottish character. A
small laird's daughter marries & min-
ister of lower social rank and s
dropped by her family, Left a widow
ghe rears a fumily of five children on
a small pittunce weecording to the nar-
rowest Preshyterian tenets, When the
tine comes she decides to invade Fng-
1and with her hrood: she is determined |
that hep sons shall hecome rich men.
One daughter goes as a governess to
Fdinburgh, becomes s highly educated |
woman and does pot see her fammily
the other becomes a companion to a
rvich woman; the brothers do not feel
called upon 1o do anylhlng at any
time for either. ‘The town the famlily
coes to 18 an English cotton spinning
town, Manchester posaibly, whers the
mother's hrother, a hard, purseproud
Feot, carineg for nothing but his monay
rpd his huriness. owns mll‘l;n, The

‘ot philosophy call the
| wants to break away from the town
‘and the money making, but never has

time is the early part of Queen Vie-
toria's reign.

The eldest brother, something of a
dreamer, Is Mr. Cannan’s hero, and it
{e through his devious mental processes
that the story must be picked out. Ie
enters his uncle's office, I8 moved
about, is eMcient enough to do the
work satisfactorily, but is not inter-
ested in it, dislikes his uncle and his
methods and begins to ruminate over
the degraded condition of the work-
man. He soon changes his place for
that of assistant to the manager of a
bank, a position that he retuins for
many years. The second brother I
aggressive and avaricious; he enters
the office, makes himself Indispensable
and practically succeeds to the busi-
ness. He naturally becomes a rich
man, bullles the girl he wants into
marrying him, and looks on himself
88 the head of the family. The third
#on refuses to have anything to do
with his uncle, goes into another busi-
ness, succeeds and also becomes rich.
The reader has hopes of him at first,
but the author makes him equally of-
fensive at the end. The two never
help any other member of the family
and they squabble over contributing
to the support of their mother. They
are mere folls, however, for the hero,
the eldest brother.

Into that young man's intricate, not
to say muddled, payvchology Mr. Can-

. nan plunges us. His imagination is at
loggerheads with the religious prin-

ciples In which he has been brought
up. He wants the things that are out
of reach and no longer cares for them
when he gets them, a poetic quality
which has its drawbacks when applied

to women, as happens more than once

to him. He is attracted to the thentre,
becomes a dramatic critic and is disil-
lusioned, which gives the author the
opportunity to expreas many opinlons
about acting and plays,
money recklessly rather than gener-
onsly. He broods over the misery of

He mpends

the working class without trying to |

| help it and over the selfishness and

| #tupidity of the rich, till he reaches

the point of laughing at it, when he

the author and his school
“comic.” He

sees what

the gpirit to do #o, nor, so far as we
can make out, a real incentive in any
mental or literary power.

He decides that he cannot leave his
mother alone: the relations hetween
the two are analyzed with much sub-
tlety. Though he I8 a disappointment
to her from the worldly point of view
and even more an account of his fall-
ing away in religlon, his mother loves
him at hottom more than the others
and finds it out at last; she secs in
Fim the qualities of his father, on
whom she looked down though she
loved him. The =on, on his part,
adivines his mother's feeling and shares
ift. He is held to the town, too, by
is wife, and after a time he sees that

L Ages and the following centuries,

| United Btates.

tells  mome
states that four Berlin theatrea wera
offering plays
that ¥rench operas were not tabooed,

War Ntorleas.

The Incidenta on which Bayd Cable
bases thea fourteen stories told In
Action Front (k. I,
pany) are prohably real,
author has preferred to use the form
ot fiction for the sake of vividness.
They all tell of deeds of gallantry and |
in some the author touches on the
lighter slde of life on the fighting line. |

In The Soldier Bop (G, P, Putnam'’s
Sons) C. Lewis Hinds employvs wer in-
cidents to Illlustrate his

rather far fetched literary
it inspires in him.

German Tdeas,

In Culture and War (R W, Huehach,
New York) Prof, 8imon Nelson Patten
endeavors without bias to explalin

suggestions

what the mental state of Germany ia. |
He does good rervice In defining pre- |

cisely A number of termsa that have
come into common use and his state-
menta of fact are perfectly fair. When |
he turns to the enunciation of his own
philosophic ideas the reader may not
always agrea with him.

Framing a German Apoloxy.

Looking toward the future and as-
suming that Germany will not be vie-
torious Walter Wellman in The (ler.
man Republie (15,
rany) somewhat hopefully  prepareas
the eluborate apology which she is to
maka for her misdeeds and mistakes,
He also preparea for her a new form
of government modeiled on that of the
His tmagination doea
not go so far, however, as to aholish
in the German Federation the absurd
1ittls survivals of feudallsm which have
no justification for separata exietence,

Mr. Gosse's Esanys.

War has not Interefered with FEA-
mund Gosse's writing nor with his in-
terest In literature, In the essays
which he entitles Infer Arma (Charlea
Scridbner’s Bons), though the war gives
a direction to the cholce of toples, only
one, that on “Tha Neutrality of
SBweden,” deals directly with a matter
of moment.
U'nity of France,”
French Monuments™
Literature,” “War Poetry
and “Napoleonle Wars
Poetry.”

“The Descoration of
“War and
in France”
in English

L)

INFORMATION.

An Esxcellent School History.

A remarkahle feat
formed by Jenmie Hall in Our Anees-
torg in Furope (RBilver, Burdett and
Company, New York) in presenting to
vouth the essential facts in the general
history of the western world n a form
that it can enjoy and at the same time
ohserving the restrictione and lmits-
tions as to =abjects, time and other
matters iImposed by school currieujums
and school hoards, Tt 1= no formal his.
tory hut a suceession of entertaining
stories in which she tells what Greece
did that has lasted, what the Homan
FEmpire meant, how the madern na-
tions, and particularly England, began,
what conditions were in the Middle
Sl
of religion, a
nowadave in the

has heen per-

cannot
ticklish

Avold sgpeaking
suhject

schools, hut handles [t with the utmaost
caution. om the other hand she tells
very fully the romant’e story of the
rexpansion of the world through the
vovages of discovery, The pletures
and maps are very well chosen kven
with mechanical teachers and elass

he i« part of It himself and cannot

do without it. In the end he becomes
a journalist,
mtrospection the chancea are that
journalism will satisfy him as little as
Liusiness,

The women that Mr. Cafinan intro-
duces are more interesting than the
men: thea travelling sister with her
comments, the little girl who becomes
an actress and the hero's mistress,
the young woman he dreams of and
his hrother
cal remarks: the slum child he helps,
the wife he marries and cannot man-
wge; but there is little humanity In
them. On the other hand the sister-

but unlesa he gives up his

wing, with her rather eyni-

in-law who engineers his marriage is |

a real woman, while the Scots girl who
gorves his mother, with her abnega-

I"tion and her silent love and the touch
is a poetical and,

of &' 'witch in her,
charming creation. She makes up for
many defects. Many sparkling epi-

grams brighten up tHe hero's mental

struggles, but more than onok uncalled
for coarfeness disfigures the page,

An Arabh Boy's Devotion.

The story of the Arab hoy who, he-
canse he refused to use the arms of
wiar, was branded as a coward by his
tribesmen, and hy his courage and de-
votion saved tha Caliph and Arabia
from the attack of the Byzantine Fimn-
peror is told by Harry W. French in
The Lance of Kanana (Lothrop, lLee
& Shepard Company. Boston). The
tale is historical and is rendered more
¢flective by the direct manner in which
it is told.

ABOUT THE WAR.

How the British Fought,

The censorship seems to have heen
lifted to A certain extent as regards
the doings in the firet monthg of the

i the interest of the hook

will b hard to Kill
it wmonld he

room exercises |t

used most profitably we A story boo
te be read for ploasure amnd will be
helpial to readers much oblder than
those for whom (t is desizned

CiHty Planning.
A complete muannal of the probhiems

mvolved in The Planwing of the Vod-
ern Cily, incinding thoge pertaining to
the improvement of the olider town

has been preparved by Nel=on B Lewis
vdohn Wiley aind Bons, New Yook and
will prove imstractive to the layman
12 well as to he technieal student. The
author heging with a sketeh of the
movement  for improviag oities,  he
Awells on the corrections that have
teen made in Landon and other Fuaro
pean cities ag well as those in the

I'nited States, particnlarly New York,
he pays much attention to trangporti.
tion and the laving of slreets,
though he does not neglect parlk sys-
tems and public huildings; he deserihes
special types of new cities, fndustrial
residential and suburban, and enters
into all the subsidlary guestions, He
covers the groumnd thoronghle in oA
matter which in one form or another
affectas every man olosely

ont

. How to Prepare Pageants.

open alr shows that

war &0 that It is possible for evewlit-

nesses to tell in detall whut they saw
and to give definitely the names of
the men who distingunighed themselves
and the places where things happened
In From Mong to Ypres With ticneral
Mench (Dodd, Mead & Company)
Frederic Coleman, an American em
pioyed in automoblle service at Sir
John French's headquarters, describes
vividly the operations of the Rritjsh
army that came under his ohservation
und the ofMicers with whom he came
In contact,
preater value and lmportanee thun
those of the war correspondenta who
tiled to get to thHe front. There are
many photographs,

While the Armies Are Fighting.

The impressions of life in the great
ecities of the Teutonie contries are the
most  interesting  among  Karl K
Vitehen's sketehes After Dark in the
War Capriads (| Brondway HPublishing
Company, New York). The author lim-
ite himself to the hotels, theatres and

rtestaurants; sseking only the frive.
lous side of Herlin, Budapest,
Vienna and Brussels; he visited slso
Tha Hugue, London and Paris, He

It 18 A& narrative of much |

Flaborate instructions in the meth-
of preparing and the
are now fashion
able may be found in
Drama and Pagcandy g by
Beegle and Jack Randall Crawford
(Yale University New lhaven),
The authors natarally tahe thea suhb-
feet very seriousiy and olose the
to many absurdities. Thov are
thuginstic about their type of
and hesides telling  how lan the
programme  for one  they direct the
Acting, grouping, costunming, and espe-
clally the dancing. The is 1l-
lustrated with many photographs anu
n overy full Libbography appended

s prodneinge

Commuunily
Mury Porter

Frress,

I eyrs

on
show
by

hook

Murnl Tahleta,

Artistie madels for the muoral tah
letg which are hecoming COnnnyg
will he found in the collection of plate,
of Lnglish  Mural  Monuments
Tombstones, selected by Hlerbort Bts
ford, for which Walter L tiodfrey hia
written an interesting introdaction o
T. Batstord; Charles Sevibner's Sonus
Though the eollection exssentinliy
funereal hy far the grenter proportion
of the beautiful plates represents 1al
lets  imbedded in wal! Hhee
of these maodels is applicable generaliy

=i

e

el

to memorial inseriptions of any char-
avler,
The FEMeney of T pe,

Advertigsing men gl all whe are
concerned with display type will ds

rive help and needia! imstroction froon
LA

ran expert in the hisines nanmer
sherbow, in Maltug Tepe Warlk oOThe
Clontury Company o Tl anther shows
uEing  meny vy pograpineal  exoanples,
what to do and what to aveul in the
Cpreparation of the adveptizement; v
does not contine hiiself to type, b
discnsses (he wording s well It e
a senxible and servieeable Htile hook

A Rusiness Bibliograph>,

The thrarian, smong all e of edr,.
cation, labors patiently for the tenchit
of hia fellow man with no Lope of
glory or of pewnvd save that of the

Inlomuug storlen and'
hy  Hhakespeare and |

* | formation has been preparcd under the
"direction of John Cotton Danua of the |

Dutton & Com- '
though the subjects, with all the Improvements of

own philn-'
sophic views about the war and the!

He writes also on “The!

——

consclousness of having done useful
work well. A bibllography that will
help any business man in sear+% of in-

'Newark IFFree Library by Barah R, Ball,
a list of 1600 Business Booka (The H
W. Wilson Company, New York), ar-
ranged by names of authors, titles and

the modern librarian's art, which will
save time and trouble for those In
search of special Information.

| MISCELLANEOUS
| Seamy llle of Doctor's Life.

Though llln author's experiences
were In Russia and some of them
iwpro peculiar to that country, we im-

agine that every gemeral practitioner

| throughout the world has encountered
| the ai Migulties that Vikenty Vereasayev
Itells of in The Memoirs of a Physician,
translated by Simeon Linden, with an
introduction by Henry Pleasants, Jr.,,
M D (Alfred A. Knopf, New York).
The author talks frankly about many
matters  pelating to  his  profession,
| which most sensible people of some ex-
|perience already understand as he

{does,  His chief troubls is the common
ld.luujnu that a doctor knows every-
{thing and ¢an do everything when the
{doctor himself ia aware of how tenta-

tive his art is and how little assistance

ha ean Jook for from his patient. The
Ip--rnnnnl interest in these confessions
is strong.

| Mr, Comfort on Hoame and Child,

| Having undertaken to build himself
{a country home: and to bring up his
lehildren properly Wil Levington Com-
fort in *hild and Country (George H.
[ Doran Company) proceeds to tell his
| experiences in a series of pleasant es-
#ays, turning from one subject to the
other as ha pleases. With his views
about home bullding and life in the
open every one is likely to agres, and
his revelation of the beauties of the
shores of L.ake Frie s a pleasant sur-
prise. With regard to children he
shares the common modern error that
it is the function of the school to edu-
| cate the child and that the parent is
discharged of that duty., There I8 jus-
tice in his plea for the individuality of
{the child, but that is the business of
the home and the parents, as he seems
to realize. Al the school can do with
ita ingtruction, discipline and the com-

panionship of other children is to
smooth awav the rough edges and
muke the child it into it place in the
sociul organizition with as little fric-
| tion as possible, an idea which Mr.
[ Comfurt findg blameworthy,

Dutton & Com- |

Fire Inanrance.

An interesting account of what har |
lwen done by organized exertion in |
the prevention of firem and of waste
since the National HBoard of Fire U'n-
derwriters was orgunized Aty years
ago is combined with the history of
that «rganizaton by Harry Chass
Brearley in Fifty Years of a Civilizing
FPoree tFrederick A, Stokes Company)
The story of the united work of the!
fire insurance companles s interest.
Ing in many ways; that of the amnairy
and varied activity of the men the or-

canization emplovs In  investigatina
and ellminating the causes of flre '«
much more interesting and far levs |
known by the general publiec Tha
metorial volume is (llustrated l'llh
many portrails

he Renl New Zenland.

I'nus
ert H

inl

Hutehinson's The “sacialism™ of

——

mportance ia given to Roh- |

AND PUBLISHI NG WORLD

A DEEPLY INQUIRING
STORY OF THE GREAT WAR

A Timid, Blushing Englishman Who Served in the Russian
Red Cross—A Tale of Love, Mysticism,
Realism and Battle.

™t 18 a curious Englishman that we
find serving in the Russian Red Cross
in Hugh Walpole's story of "“The
Dark Yorest" (George H. Doran Com-
pany). Trenchard was timid and awk-
ward, he blushed and stammered. He
did not seem at all a proper figure
to be going to the great war. He was
Iimmensely happy, for he was engaged
to Marie Ivanovna, who was also go-
ing to the war along with the Red
Cross. What could this beautiful and
romantic girl have seen in Trenchard
to Induce her to become engaged to
him?

There lay the tragedy. The thing
was & mistake. A day or so before, in
Petrograd, she had been suddenly con-
quered by an ideal--a false and thor-
oughly mischlevous !mpression. Now
in the vast and gloomy rallway station
at Warsaw the ideal was shattered.
Trenchard was not a figure for the =o.
mantic heart to feed upon. Marie dis-
sembied. 8he pretended not to hava
changed her opinion. 8he had no wisih
to hurt the unfortunate Trenchard.
Her disposition was of the kindest.
But it was hard work to keep up the
amiable deceit.

The story is remarkable for its per-
eistent analysis, for its tireleas psycho-
logical investigutions. Durward, who
purports to tell the tale, swims in pay-
chology. Dr. Nikitin, another of the
Red Croas group, is a psychologist.
Trenchard psychologizes all the time,
though he stwummers dreadfully. All
three of thess characters are mystics.
They float far away In the blue. The
reader will need a keen vision to keep
sight of them. Dr. Semyonov was dif-
ferent. He was no dreamer. His In.
tent mind never wandered. He was
A squure, solid, strong figure—what we
| may call, if we please, a tower of
Intrnng'h. He replaced the ldeal that

Marie lost at Warsaw,
| business for poor Trenchard.

i For some time these Red (‘ross peo-
{ple were kept fdle at a place where
|they were very comfortahle They
| were eager to study war, to “feel” it
to know fita romance and investigate
| 1ts mysteries. Inatead they had “long
meals under the trees, deep sleeps in
the afternoon when the pigeons cooed
i round the little red bell tower and the
pump creasked in the eobbled courtyard
|and the bees hummed in the garden™

. But the Austrians were only twelve
miles away. There was plenty of war
!prﬂt\- nearly at hand. Wa come to
fwhat Is called the “Invisible battle.”
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CHURGHES CRITICS
OF FEDERAL COUNCIL

Inelined to
i Think Aectivities in Matters

| Prm-h.\'n-rinns

Newe Zeadand o New Heview Publishing | . q " -
Association. New York) by the au- ! ﬂf Ntate Go lﬂﬂ "'“'-
thor's cpritiea! nttitude toward the can-

dutfons he investizated.  He givea a .

Lref sheteh of the Listory of New "h‘ I:\l.l:l' R\‘ \'H\" u”"l\
Zoalnnd and the reasona for state in

terference; then he examines the mat. o T
.II""' in which New Zealand ’“ R"' I"|"" The red paper coversd volume contatn.
'l'_\"’ t"| e Bl r.\",'"'"" toiLne WP Dling the annua) report of thE Federal
the regnlation of railroads, the land ad- Council of the Churches of Christ in

ministration,
i
that

fen

the settlement of jabor
nrbitration and an on. e
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onditions jn other parts of
New Zealind measures
averted difficulties,  There |=

trant hy
tinds
sim

the workd the
bave

1

T
An Iinteres
fwoman suffrage

Hefore the Indinns.

Under the suspleee of the University
Musenm of the University af Pennsvl-
vania. oW, Hawkes and Ralph Lin-

vton dug for archelogical remains at a
place  on Rancoecas Creek, south  of
Treontom, N 0 and publish the result

of thelr investizutions with pictures of |

Wit they found
New Jersey
Philadelphiay
lanee honds,
number

\ Pre-lienape Kite

tPmiversity Museum,
Thes  found
knlves and arrow heads, a
of banner stones, hits of pot-
tery . wome colored stones and other
things, and draw inferences as to the
stpde of civilization of the predecessors

i

f the Lenapes. who lett these relics
L bl
Early Internntional Law.

A theological swriter who flourished
i Spain at the beginning of the six
teenth conoury, Franciseus de Vietoria,
wiote o treatise on the lawer of war
I Bedi Relectw, an a part of a
theolmzical work, and thus became o,
the fonnders of international law,
iherbert Francie Wreight publishes the
test of this treatise, with an introdoc-
ton gl g ervitical commentary as o
digvertation for the doctor of philoso-
phy dezree from the Catholie Unfiver-
iy of America. «(The guthor, Wash-
vieton, Ty (U)

Jiura

Nooks Recelved.

Iibaeation of
he D, L. D American
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IO BEST BOOKS

| Published June 17th.
] Necand Edition Now Readu,

Becuuse it only containe hools
that ure exciting and lhﬂllmg
to the ordinary mind. It js
unvndwl for the modern reuder
| @ of fiction who ecannot waste
time on the second best,

5. at Your Bookstore.
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Here there is sharp and plain descrip-
tion mingled with some that is not to
be #o characterized, We find Durward
reporting that just befors the shells
began to fall his “soul was somewhere
far away upon somne business of its
own,” and he exclaims: “How happy
was my body without my soul, how
contented, how undisturbed! I could
fancy,” he declares, “that T should go,
thus rocking, Into battle and there die
before my soul had time to return
to me.” He was rocking because he
was riding in a wagon, lying on his
back amid the straw and looking at
the sturs. “What would my soul 4o
then?" he inquires, but he does not
answer this difficult question.

A little later on “SBomething” whis-
pered to Durward—he spells it with a
capital initlal. He asks whether the
whisperer was the dark green oak
that bent down and hid the world so
far as he was concerned. It mav have
heen; he does not say. What it com-
municated was: “You're drawing near
—you're close -you're almost there
In A moment you will mee—you will
see—you will see.” FEverybody walted,

Ling houses filled the heavens, "and
| with this light the whole world crackled
into sound as though the sky, a vast
china plate, had been emashed by some
angry god, and flung In a milllon
i pleces  to  earth.” The wounded
| streamed In. The surgeons were over-
driven. Stlil Durward was Jizsatisfled.
“There's your battle,” said Dr, Nemyo-
nov. “You've been In the thick of it
to-day.” To which the disappointed
Durward replied: ‘“We've not been In
the thick of it. We have missed It-—-
all day we have missed it." He was
irritable and spoke crossly to Trench-
ard. Not yet had his feet touched the
enchanted ground,

There are places in the atory where
the realism is as unsparing as it is in
Htephen Crane's "Red Badge of Cour-
age.” Trenchard occupied himself a
‘good deal with some very mystical
thoughts concerning ths dead. Once
he made his way out beyond the
trenches and found himself in the dark
forest. He found the forest familiar
to him because he had been in it before
In a dream. He was filled with terror.
Did the creature that inhabited the
forest wish to destroy him? He found
the object for which he waa searchine.
It was a dead Austrian soldier. The
reader will get shocks in reading the
details of its condition and appearance.
The searcher came presently upon
three more dead Austrians. He re-
lates to Durward that he walked in a
dream of horror. He had thought of
death very often, but he had never
thought of it like this. “1 did not
now.” he says, “think of death
clearly, but only of the uselessness of
trylug to bear up against anything
when that was all one came to in the

“ready for the Creature”-—-again a cap- |
ftal first letter—and unmistakably a|
creature of frightful mien. It came
with a roar so great that the narrator |
“geemed to be lifted by it far into the |
sky, held, rocked, then dropped gently.”
He repeated stupidly many times,
“What? what? what?" 'I'he missile
bew off the corner of a barn. The
blue sky turned to a muddy gray, but
this passed, revealing the sllver of
some early evening stars.

This indicates but a small part of
what Is told of the invisible battle.
Nobody was hit when the shell ex- |
ploded. Here was less than might have
heen expected from the actual opera-
tion of war. Something was lacking.
It is noted hy the narrator that he felt
such an irritation as might have re-
sulted had a hov throavn a stone over
the wall, broken a window and run
‘awayv. He felt that he had missed “1t"

again the disturbing big first letter.

“Alway 8 round the corner, always Jus:
out of sight, always mocking one's
clumsy pursuit” What does he mean
exactly? What did he want? Per-
hups something that he could not have !
reported if it had come along. What
i« sure i& that his feet “had not yet
touched the enchanted ground™ At
the end of a crowded chapter they had
not vet touched it The battle blazed
out fearfully that night. The rifle fire
the shrapnel fire, the flames of burn-
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The Right Rev. Willlam lLawrence
Rishop of Massachusetts and president
of the Church Pension Fund, announced
vesterday that pladges toward the $5.-
ann oo bheing raised to insure the pro-
tection of the clergy of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in their old age have
reached the 2 000000 mark

“Phie fact” he said, “represents (he
grent eonsummation of an active cam-
palgn of four months It i confidently
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Cplace lay,

end. I felt my very hones crumble and
my flesh decay on my body as I stood

there,*
The dark forest was an uncanny
place. Forests gensarally offer aome

coolness in the summer heats. Not so
this forest.
of this peculiarity, "“This I8 a strange
forest,” he said. “Although there are
treea there's mo shade. It burns like
a furnace.” The pair passed on as
though in a dream—a most troplcal
dream unquestionably. Tn an opening
|of the forest stood so much of a vil-
lage as the guns of the contending
armles had spared. “Poor
fays the story,
of the war it had been shelled and
many of the houses destroyed. The |

buildings that remained seemed 1o have | 4
given up the struggle and abandoned | r Hirminghsm, B

themsclves to inevitable degradation.

Moreover, down the princlpal street at I‘ coffin of white wood on a hay carm
every ather door there hung the sinis- |
black |
! cloth fastened to a stick, and upon the |
waull was scrawled in Russian |

ter black flag, a plece of dirty

| flthy
‘Cholera!’ Dead indeed under the ap-
palling heat of the morning the whole
No one was to be seen pnt!l
we neared the ruing of what had once
been a little town hall or meeting place,
when a procession turned the corner

a procession of A peasant with a tall
lighted candle, another peasant with a
tattered hanner, a priest |n solled «ilk, |
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